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Obama delivered his final State of the
Union address on Tuesday night,

making his case for increasing the
minimum wage and asking Congress to

approve a significant increase in
funding for child care programs.

“Tonight, I ask you to choose the future
over the past,” Obama said to the

crowd at the U.S. Capitol. “The way we
raise our families, the quality of our

education, the care of our sick, and the
rise of our middle class—these things
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don’t happen by accident. They are the
result of our choices, and it is our

choices that will determine our fate.”
The president began his speech by

telling Americans that “there are still
plenty of challenges we face.” These
challenges, he claimed, are the result
of a “powerful opposition” working to
take America backwards. “So tonight,
to everyone listening, I want you to
know this: You will not be ignored,”
Obama said. “Your time is up. Don’t
lose your seat on the couch.” The

president then went on to address a
variety of issues that are still

unresolved, including the long-term
unemployment crisis and the growing
inequality gap between the wealthy

and everyone else. “There are still too
many Americans who are

unemployed,” Obama said. “If you’ve
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lost your job, it doesn’t mean it’s over.
It means it’s just beginning.” The

president also asked Congress to pass
stricter gun laws and to pass a

significant increase in infrastructure
spending. “We are going to make sure
that this Congress finally does what the

American people demand, and what
most elected officials today are afraid
to do,” he said. “We are going to ask

for a significant pay raise for our
teachers, so that it’s never been a

better time to be a teacher.” Obama
called on Republicans to join

Democrats in the name of common
sense. “Let’s have a real debate, not

an excuse,” he said. “Let’s have a real
debate 6d1f23a050
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